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portant for the future, its rights of property
were rooted in the land and therefore were
defended by the Common Law. Patronage
had grown out of the lordship of land, glebe
was land, tithe was produced by land. All
rights and wrongs concerning these had to be
discussed in the King's courts, and the
immemorial tendency of those courts was to
protect the freeholder.

The Church was also national in the sense
that the public conscience required every
man to adhere to it and attend its worship.
Heresy was a sin for which few thought that
death was too severe a penalty. But, being
national, it was still bound to the Papacy by
the theory, as yet undisputed, of the right
relation of national churches to the Pope.
Yet the very fact that the Churches of England,
and of all the great nations of the West, now
regarded themselves as national was evidence
that a new relation must be devised between
them and the centre at Rome. Now, Rome
being what Rome was in the age of The Re-
naissance, reform was imperative and the
initiative had to be taken by the lay power,
for the Popes and their courts were quite
content to remain as they were. So in Spain
there was a thorough and deeply conservative
reform imposed upon the national Church